The Spline implant interface: analysis and initial clinical experiences.
A new implant with a spline-shaped interface (Spline) was recently introduced. A common and preferred method of connecting two cylinders in many fields of industry, the Spline offers implant dentistry improved strength and precision compared to earlier and current implant connection designs. A comparative engineering analysis of the Spline and the major implant interfaces is offered, including the possible clinical implications. Initial surgical and restorative experiences with cement and screw-retained prostheses are presented in case reports.